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Home movies shot with camcordsrs
tend to suffer from exessive camara

sheke. In professional movies, like

Relsing Arizona, & devics called a
“Steadicam™ has allowed Hollywood o
get point-of-view shots In all aoris of
cramped guarters where crane mount-
2d cameras couldn't travel, such es
narrow slalrways. It's B supporting
brace which suspends the camera fo
minimize vibrations. -
Now Panasonic hes brought 8 similar
idea to home video. The new PV-4&0
camcorder Incorporates sn “electronic
Image stablilzation” sysiem—EIS—to
reduce |jitter. The camera's lens |b
suspended within the camoorder house
ing—and this unlt is thus a bit larger, In
the front, &nd heavier—than most.
., Inourhands-on tests, we found that
the EIS aystem performed more or less
as promised: it stabillzed a lot of the
shake thal's usually sssoclated with
hand-held camera work, especlally
when the lens (s zoomed In towards the
telepholo range. But the system also
had some drawbacks: lirst and most
obvious s the exira bulk, Thisisone of

.. the largestand heavlest camcordsrson |

the markel. It's Bo large, In fact, that
wa'd recommend using a trlipod—put

. that would defeat the whole point of the
thipng.

Second, the EIS crerled a welrd timea

" lag feeling: You move the camera by

panning 1o, & particular subéct, ang
afler you've stopped moving the cam-
eorder, you find that the Image In the
viewlinder {s still moving. It tzkes about
three seconds for the systam to catch
uﬁ with you—~that i, thres seconds
after your penning motion stops, the
image In the vievlinder stops. .

© To get srounu this problem, Psne-

- sonie Incorpordtes two levels of EI8
. opsration: mlcat only, and full vorti-
s, S I
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Parimsonio’s PV-480 has Elsotronie Image

Stabilization (Ei8),

cel snd horizentaf,
With vertical-anly
operation (“EIS #1"), the
above pen- '
ning procadure
would encounter no
tfime flag,
becauss the
system only
ptablliizes -
vp and down
vibrationa,
We found
this position
ta be the most
ussful, :

oty

When you switch the EIS off, thare's '

® real noticeable “snap" in the Image—
as if the camera got knooked, To avold
this, another button, callsd “EIS loek,"
lets you temporarily disengage EIS by
locking It into whatever position It's in
et the moment. It works great, but it
requires some sophalticetion for users
to figure out how to optimally take
#dvantags of these controls,

in other respects, this is an excellent
VHS format camcorder. It's designed
‘with the enthusiast in mind, and lncore
poratas ssveral versatlle {satures tor
the low-budget video producer: af, ing
erese head for perfact edits, video
dubbing capabtiity te insert new Images
while keeping the old sound, audle
dubblnyg (to 48 the Lppusile), und lap
time counter that tells you how long the
taps has actually been running (rather
than arbitrary “index” numbsra). The
nute white balance system is excellent,
We eapecially liked the zone focusing,
which lots Tou specity a amaller aren
within tha viswfinder for the autofocus
to p:rattentlonta. When the autsfoous
clreullry gets confused (such as when
pointad at & fat surface) the white

but how do
wark in real life? We take some.of the most

through their paces. -

-of viow, 8imilarty, it's graat for

camcorders

popular models
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frame of the zone "box" flashes in ths -
viswlinder, to warn you that manual .
adjustmient may be needed, The mane ...
ual focus control Is & bit unusual—you ...
turn & knob on the camcorder's sids,.
rather than the usual focus ring. The '
stop/start button Is &lso a bitunususk- , |
it's on top of the grip, behind the zoom .
control, The PV-460 also has @ 10:1,
zo0m lens, a high epsad shutter, &nd . .
the sbility to record VHS Index Search > |
Eystem marker points, for later use m:..
cueling up epacific sagments. e
Overall, EIS 15 a very, innovatlve new x5

i

feature, and wa expect to ses refines &7
ments in future versions, For now, the, ¢
PV-460 is probably of Interest to set -
lous vides hobbylsts who don't mind %
the added bulk, and can use the featurd;sii
wisely, It's great for polntel-vieW vi
shots—for example, you can cai
down low, by the handle, and show &
worid what & romp through your

room looks like from your dog's po¥
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out of a carwindew. If It didn't mks®
camoorder blgger &nd costlisy, 83
recommend It for sveryons, 1





