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Provenance note:

This document was linked in:
HIStalk webpage dated April 13, 2016,

https://histalk2.com/2016/04/12/news-41316/
With the following comment:

From Diametric: “Re: Bill Childs. He published this document in April 1968 when he
was at Lockheed. I’ve always kept this document to remind me what’s important. While
the technology has changed, I think this can still serve as a supplemental guide for
rational development. I have interacted with perhaps 200 vendors over the years and
found those that held close to this philosophy made the best partners.” I set up the
document for downloading here. It’s a remarkable manifesto written nearly 50 years ago
that spells out the still-valid requirements for hospital clinical systems. Bill started at
Lockheed doing missile programming, then in 1968 moved over to the company’s new
project of building a hospital information system. He later joined Technicon Data
Systems. Not only was he a healthcare IT technology pioneer, he then started what
became Healthcare Informatics magazine and ran that from 1980 to 1995 before getting
back into the vendor world. Somehow he hasn’t yet won the HIStalk Lifetime
Achievement Award despite being amply qualified. Thanks for sending over the
document — it made my day.


https://histalk2.com/2016/04/12/news-41316/

