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The Yomiuri Shimbun Friday, Feb 12, 1982

The Yomiuri Shimbun is a major Japanese newspaper published in Tokyo, Osaka, and other

cities, known for its comprehensive news coverage

Rapid Development

Electronics-Related Industry

Miyazaki Electronics Nobeoka Factory (Note: Miyazaki Electronics is 100% funded by Asahi
Kasei and was renamed Asahi Kasei Electronics in December 1982)

A Spotlessly Clean Factory

During his visit to Nobeoka City last month for a factory inspection, Kagayaki Miyazaki,
President of Asahi Kasei, expressed his high expectations for the electronics-related industries,
including the Hall elements (a type of semiconductor element) produced at the Nobeoka
factory of Miyazaki Electronics, a subsidiary. He stated, "The electronics-related industries

are showing explosive growth, and I believe they will become a trillion-yen industry in the



future.”

In fact, Miyazaki Electronics, which began full-scale operations in September two years ago
by renovating the second and third floors (totaling 2,000 square meters) of a dormitory on
the premises of the company's Bemberg factory and hiring about 40 local housewives,
surpassed its initial target of producing one million units per month as early as July last year.
Currently, the factory produces about three million units and employs about 250 people,
showing steady growth. To meet the increasing demand, the company is preparing to renovate
another dormitory at its rayon factory and build an assembly plant to establish a production
system capable of producing seven million units by September this year.

Hall elements, also known as magnetoelectric conversion elements, are extremely small
electronic components measuring 2.5 millimeters square. They serve as sensors that
constantly detect the position of a motor's magnetic poles and control precise rotation. These
elements are used in a wide range of applications, including VTRs, radio cassettes, and record
players. Despite producing three million units per month, they can fit into a cardboard box
the size of a mandarin orange crate. These units are packaged and air-shipped to major

electrical equipment manufacturers nationwide.

Photo Caption

- The task of cutting out Hall elements arranged on a substrate while looking through a
microscope. The cutting speed and width are automated by a computer.

- Components of a record player using Hall elements. They play an important role in
controlling the rotation of the motor.

- A microscopic enlarged photograph of a Hall element shaped like a hairpin.

- Employees wear white hats and white uniforms. The spotless factory resembles a research

laboratory.
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