‘ toric project possible,

~ Livermore Plaque fo be
Unveiled Here Tuesday

A second plaque ‘will be .- un-
veiled next Tuesday at the old
Folsom Powerhouse to honor the
memory of Horatio Gates Liver-
more, whose vision made the his-

The public ceremony will fol-
low a 12 noon luncheon for liv-
ing members of the Livermore
family, leaders of the California
State Historical Soclety, State
dignitaries' and invited guests.

The story of the powerhouse
began nearly half a century be-
fore the plant itself became a
reality, It started at George-
town in the El Dorado county
mountains when  Horatio Gates
Livermore arrived in 1850 from
Livermore, Maine,

He was elected to the Sta.te
Senate in 1834. In his travels to
the Capitol, he was impressed by
the possibilities of the American
river for logging and the devel-
opment of water power for saw
mills and other industrial plants.

He dreamed of an industrial city
at Folsom like Lowell, Mass.,i
where “water wheels had long
operated New England mﬂls and |
fa.ctonas. |

He-rolled up -his sleeves and
went to work to make his dream |
a rea.lity : i

Hé became interested ia. the
Natofma Water and Mining com-

-pany;:, which - provided : numerous
 placer mining camps with water,

and by 1862 obtained control of
the concern. The first step neces-
sary to the dream of an indus-
trialized Folsom was to build a

‘dam on the American river at

Stony Bar, where the granite

banks formed a narrow gorge.

From the dam a canal was to
be constructed on each side of
thewriver to the-town of Folsom
—- -the east side:for industrial
power and the west for irriga-
tion. Only the former was built.

While work on. the dam was
started in 1867, shortages of ¢ap-
ital, lawsuits, political bickering

and other obstacles prevented its.
completion until :1893. Folsom
Dam stood for years as a mas-
sive tribute in granite to Horatio
Gates Livermore; his two sons,
Horatio Putnam and Charles Ed-
ward, and H. T. Knight, the Na-
toma company engineer who de-
signed it.

Horatio Putnam gradually as-
sumed leadership .of the enter-
prises started by his father, His
brother, Charles, assisted him.
While the original plan to cre-
ate a factory town at Folsom
was still held feasible in 1881,

condmon.s began changing and in
the late ‘80’s Horatio realized
that direct water power for the
wheels of industry would soon be
repla.ced by electnmty

It became obvious to him that
power generated at Folsom would
find a ready market in Sacra-
mento, 22 miles away. He finally
completed the powerhouse in
1895 to generate the current for
Sacramento, S0z .

Horatio Gates Lwermore
who planned a water-powered in-
dustrial city at Folsom — did
not live to see ‘his dreams ma-
terialize, He died in Oakland in
1892, just as the Folsom Dam
neared completion.
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