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Robert Newton King 
1845-1942 

Founder of The Hudson River Power Transmission Company 
Developer of the Mechanicville Hydroelectric Station 

 
“He was an old-school business man, the kind that build solid cities, make good neighbors, 
and live quiet satisfying lives. At his death he lacked but three years of completing a century. 
This mere fact was the least notable of his longevity. He grew old in years but he did not 
grow old in mind; hardly even in body did he decline with the years. At 95 he was as light on 
his feet as most men are at 60. He defied the years to weigh him down in body. Even less 
did he allow himself to slacken in his mental agility and in the breadth of his interests. He 
kept going in his youthful way till the time for his going to end. Life, for him, was still 
beginning at 90.” 

Governor James M. Cox of Ohio 
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Generator Hall c. 1899 

 

 
Generator Hall c. 1996 
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Cut-Away View of Powerhouse 

 

 
Powerhouse Cornerstone 
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Welcome to the Historic Mechanicville Hydroelectric Station!  
 
The Mechanicville Hydroelectric Station is located on the Hudson River, just 
south of the City of Mechanicville. Construction of the plant began in 1897 and it 
began generating electricity in 1898. The facility was entered in the National 
Register of Historic Places in 1989, as the oldest continuously operating 
hydroelectric plant in the United States. The facility is also eligible for nomination 
as a National Landmark site. 

Albany Engineering Corporation acquired this site in July 2003 and undertook a 
comprehensive rehabilitation and restoration program to return this facility to safe 
and reliable operation.  
 
Because the plant is in commercial operation there are some necessary 
precautions that you must take before and during your visit.  
 

• Please sign and date your RELEASE AND WAIVER OF LIABILITY and 
return it to your tour guide. 

 
• IMPORTANT – The electric generators and switchgear in this plant may 

interfere with proper operation of medical pacemakers. If you have a 
pacemaker, do not enter the powerhouse. 

 
• You will be escorted through the powerhouse. Noise due to construction 

activities and plant operations may limit discussions inside the plant. Please 
stay within the tour area at all times. Do not leave your group and do not 
touch any equipment.  

 
• Please feel free to take photographs during your visit and enjoy the articles 

and photographs provided in this packet. We’re very proud of this 
facility…both for its important historic contributions to the development of 
the electricity industry and for its future contributions as an electric 
generation and educational resource. 

 
Enjoy your visit! 
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