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Photographs to accompany the proposal for an IEEE Milestone to honour the first electronic stored program digital computer to come into operation on 21st June 1948. 
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Fig. 1. The exterior wall of the Coupland 1 building in Bridgeford Street, 


University of Manchester. The IEEE Milestone plaque would be positioned at a 


suitable point on this exterior north-facing wall.  The provisional plan is that the
plaque would replace the rectangular grey explanatory panel, seen below the 
window.
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Fig. 2. Tom Kilburn (left) and F C Williams (right) at the controls 
of the SSEM (Baby) computer.
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Fig. 3. The enhanced SSEM in June 1949 in the Coupland 1 Laboratory, University of Manchester. The units outlined to the left are the programmer’s screen and keyboard. 
The units outlined on the right constitute the random-access primary memory. A magnetic drum secondary memory is behind the racks on the left-hand side of the room.
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Fig. 4(a). The components of a Williams/Kilburn      Fig. 4(b). A storage tube’s contents, random-access memory tube.


      as displayed on the console monitor.
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Fig. 5. The Ferranti Mark I computer, as installed at the University of Manchester in February 1951.
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Fig. 6. An example of a Ferranti Mark I* computer, as installed in July 1954 at the Armament Research & Development Establishment, Fort Halstead, Kent.

Further information on all the above images, including copyright, will be found in: Early computing in Britain: Ferranti Ltd. and government funding, 1948 – 1958. Simon Lavington. Published by Springer, 2019. ISBN: 978-3-030-15102-7.
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